
CDV –- Robert M. Parker of San Francisco.  At the age of 33, Parker enlisted 

as a private on November 4, 1862 with the Cal Hundred.  He rose to the rank 

of corporal.  On May 4, 1864 he was discharged for promotion as a Lieutenant 

with the 5th Massachusetts Cavalry, a unit composed of free blacks.  Parker 

survived the war and remained in the East. Image is slightly faded, pen id by 

Wesley Howe as Capt. Parker.  In parker’s hand at bottom margin is Lieut. 

Parker Squadron M.  On back in very fine script is “Resp. Yours, one of 

Sheridan’s Raiders.”  Collection #594.   $300 

 

 

 

CDV – Benjamin F. Partridge of Stockton, Maine.  As a 26 year old sailor, 

he enlisted in California with the Cal Battalion and mustered into Co. E on 

February 5, 1863.  Promoted to sergeant, and then through the officers ranks, 

Partridge ultimately reached the rank of Captain.  He survived the war.  This 

image bears a Massachusetts backmark and may have been made at war’s end 

after the regiment mustered out.  Identified by Wesley Howe in period ink on 

the lower margin, “Capt Partridge Squadron K.”  Collection #595.  $500 

 

 

 

CDV – Lewis Poulson of Company K, 2nd Mass Cavalry.  Poulson was 

originally from Salem, Massachusetts and was a seaman.  He enlisted at the 

age of 28 into the U.S. Navy, but was discharged after a year, on July 31, 

1862.  That December he enlisted with the 2nd Massachusetts Cavalry where 

he survived the war.  Poulson’s image was contained in an album assembled 

by Wesley C. Howe who identified him in ink on the face of the CDV as 

“Poulson.”  On the reverse in period ink is “Poulson, Co. M.”  Collection 

#596.   $250 

 

 

 

CDV – seated view of Frederick J. Quant who enlisted as a private with the 

Cal Hundred in San Francisco on October 30, 1862.  Quant was promoted to 

corporal and subsequently reduced to the ranks as private again.  He was taller 

than most of the men of the regiment and played in the regimental band.  This 

CDV was held in the Wesley C. Howe album and is identified by Howe’s 

script as H. Quantlow (a nickname?).  Brady backmark with “H. Quantlow, 

Regt. Band” also in Howe’s hand on back.  #597   $250 

 

 

 

 

CDV – Standing view of Amos Ryley who was originally from Mystic 

Bridge, Connecticut.  On March 19, 1863 he enlisted with the Cal Battalion 

in California and mustered into Company M.  Ryley was captured at 

Middletown, VA on August 13, 1864 and was paroled on February 22, 1865.  

He was promoted to the rank of corporal, date unknown.  This image was held 

in Wesley C. Howe’s album and bears Howe’s id on the front of the image.  

Collection #598.   $400 


